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The liver biopsy remains the 'gold standard' for the diagnosis of chronic hepatitis, particularly since it is the only investigation that permits assessment of the severity (grade of histological activity and stage of fibrosis) of liver injury. As outlined below, the liver biopsy is invaluable for both diagnosis and the monitoring of therapy. To optimise the value of the liver biopsy, a standardised approach for assessment and reporting of chronic hepatitis is recommended.